Community Area Partnerships and the natural environment

Each Community Area in Wiltshire has a unique and wonderful natural environment which makes it such a distinctive place, and contributes immeasurably to the quality of life.  

But it’s not just about pretty views.  Areas with a high quality natural environment have lower crime, better mental and physical health, higher levels of community cohesion and attract more economic investment
.  

Although Wiltshire is a beautiful place, there are huge opportunities at Community Area level for making it a better place at all scales.  This note hopes to inspire and provoke ideas about opportunities Community Area Partnerships might wish to pursue. 

Making existing public spaces more wildlife friendly.

What council, parish or other land controlled by a public body is there within your Area?  Could it be better managed for wildlife?  This might include installing bird boxes, planting or laying a hedge, planting new trees or pollarding existing ones (e.g. riverside willows) or changing the mowing regime.  A site wildlife management plan could be drawn up to look at all wildlife aspects of the site.  Could the area be enhanced for children’s natural play?  Is there scope for paddling areas at a river edge or stepping stones?  Can fallen trees be retained as climbing frames?
For more information contact: Fiona Elphick, Principal Ecologist, Wiltshire Council 01225 713241
Greening the urban environment.

Urban trees provide a huge range of benefits
.  Are there urban roads which would be enhanced by tree planting?  Are there odd corners of land which are currently close mown, which could support a pocket wildflower meadow or a oak tree?  Are there verges which, just as they come into flower are cut back for no road safety reason?

Is there scope to improve the attractiveness of walking and cycling to work, school or shops?  Cutting back hedges, clearing litter, or planting trees can encourage people to travel sustainably involves more than just “grey infrastructure”.  Improving the attractiveness of walking and cycling routes can significantly increase the uptake of these modes of travel.  
Better walking and cycle routes?  

Have you ever thought that a new footpath or bridleway would be really well used, say to link from the back of a housing estate to exiting footpaths in the countryside, or to make a better walking route to school off the main road?  

Are the footpaths in your area passable, attractive, with styles and gates in good condition?  Did you know that big bits of Wiltshire are open access land (see maps)?  While the public have the right to walk on this land, getting on to it is often difficult due to a lack of styles or kissing gates in the best places.  Can a local group liaise with the landowner and install the relevant access furniture?  
Could local walks be better promoted?  Some communities have created their local guides e.g. “Sherston Walks”  http://www.sherston.org.uk/sherston-walks-village-guide.html.

Could educational footpath guides be produced that include information about the natural environment, ecology, ancient monuments, historic buildings and local history? 

Grants may be available to support such schemes:

The Path Improvement Grant Scheme, run by the Council may be able to resource some of this work: www.wiltshirelaf.org.uk, or you could try the Area Boards Community Area Grants Scheme http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/areaboardscommunitygrantsscheme.htm.
For more information contact: Mike Crook, Rights of Way Development manager at Wiltshire Council 01225 713349. 
Working with farmers
Farmers, like the rest of us like to see a high quality environment, but often lack the time or resources to undertake work on their land.  Are there hedges (along your favourite walk?) that a community group could lay?  Would you like to see a belt of trees planted to screen an unsightly view?  Could you help with woodland or scrub management?  
Walking for Health 

The health benefits of walking, especially in natural greenspace are large and well documented.  There is a flourishing network of walking groups in Wiltshire.  Is there scope to promote such groups or start a new one?  Is there scope to lay on occasional trips, especially for the elderly (for example a bus trip to an accessible nature reserve, like North Meadow, Cricklade
)?

Are there people interested in recording wildlife?  

Are there people interested in recording what wildlife there is in the Area?  Organisations such as Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records Centre
, Butterfly Conservation and RSPB are looking for volunteers to record what wildlife there is in the County.  
Looking after trees.

Wiltshire Council runs a Tree Warden Scheme
.  This role involves planting and caring for trees and woods and carrying out surveys. It will also provides early warning of disease or vandalism and help set up tree nurseries using seeds collected locally.

Nature reserves – creating, using and managing them.

Are you aware of the network of nature reserves in your area?  National and Local Nature Reserves are shown on the attached map, while there are a good number of others managed by a variety of groups.  Are there opportunities to create new nature reserves.  For example, Some local communities have set up groups to manage local sites e.g. Friends of Oakfrith Wood
  Most existing reserves welcome greater community involvement in their management, and they might also make a good location for community events (provided their nature conservation interest is not compromised).  
The planning process – making new developments sustainable.
Are there major developments planned for your area?  How can you ensure that they enhance rather than detract from the natural environment?  Do they integrate with existing communities, with scope for supporting community orchards, allotments and or farms?  Share what ideas you have with Wiltshire Council planners to ensure they can be considered.
Access to natural green space.
How close are you to natural green space?  Natural England recommends the following accessible natural greenspace standards:

· an accessible natural greenspace of at least 2 hectares in size, no more than 300 metres (5 minutes walk) from home

· at least one accessible 20 hectare site within two kilometres of home

· one accessible 100 hectare site within five kilometres of home

· one accessible 500 hectare site within ten kilometres of home

· one hectare of statutory Local Nature Reserves per thousand population

Wiltshire Council is currently mapping the provision of accessible natural greenspace.  Is your area well enough served, and if not, where and how could this be improved?
Local food production.
Is there demand for allotments?  Would the Area benefit from a community orchard?  Some areas have their own community farm.  Would this be viable in your area? http://www.riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk/index.html 
Creating or renovating a children’s play area
When thinking of designing play areas for children, think about options to maximise natural play, as there is a wealth of evidence that play in nature has a wide range of benefits to children
.  
Additional resources.
If you are thinking of setting up a volunteer project of your own, you might find the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust’s volunteering handbook helpful: http://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/images/2009/3/Allpagesfinal.pdf 

However, if you don’t want to set up anything new, but just help with existing projects, the following sites might be of interest: 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust: http://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/Volunteering/EmailForm.aspx.
Wiltshire Wildlife Conservation Volunteers: http://www.southwilts.com/site/Wiltshire-Wildlife-Conservation-Volunteers/index.htm.

British Trust for Conservation Volunteers: http://www2.btcv.org.uk/display/wiltshire_volunteering 
�  To view some of the evidence see; � HYPERLINK "http://www.nwda.co.uk/PDF/EconomicValueofGreenInfrastructure.pdf" �http://www.nwda.co.uk/PDF/EconomicValueofGreenInfrastructure.pdf� 


� For the benefits of urban trees see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.treesforcities.org/page.php?id=95" �http://www.treesforcities.org/page.php?id=95� 


� WHI ref � HYPERLINK "http://www.whi.org.uk/" �http://www.whi.org.uk/� 


� For details see: http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/designatedareas/nnr/1006112.aspx


� Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records Centre � HYPERLINK "http://www.wsbrc.org.uk/GetInvolved/EmailForm.aspx" �http://www.wsbrc.org.uk/GetInvolved/EmailForm.aspx� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ukbms.org/" �http://www.ukbms.org/� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/latest_news/getnews.php?id=2485" �http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/latest_news/getnews.php?id=2485�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.kennet-communityweb.com/site/Urchfont-Community-Web/Oakfrith-Wood.htm" �http://www.kennet-communityweb.com/site/Urchfont-Community-Web/Oakfrith-Wood.htm�


�  For evidence, see for example � HYPERLINK "http://www.whitehutchinson.com/children/articles/benefits.shtml" �http://www.whitehutchinson.com/children/articles/benefits.shtml�.  For design ideas see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cabe.org.uk/public-space/play/natural" �http://www.cabe.org.uk/public-space/play/natural� 





